AP Literature & Composition Summer Work (12" grade) - Ms. Katelyn Hamilton

Part One: Read the following book. Then, write a literacy autobiography about your reading and writing
experiences.

1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Revised Edition) by Thomas C. Foster

In AP Literature, we will be reading and analyzing many different texts in which we analyze nuances such as
theme, symbolism, characterization, etc. in order to determine the various interpretations of literature as it
applies to social, cultural, and historical contexts. We will have a test over this book the second week of school
as well as a Socratic Seminar.

For your writing assignment, you are going to write a literacy autobiography. This will be a personal piece of
writing in which you ANALY ZE your experiences with writing and reading (in school and personally). The
following guidelines should be followed:

PURPOSE: Simply stated, a literacy autobiography is a personal historical account of your experiences in
learning to read, write, and interpret the world around you. Many authors use their experiences as students to
educate others about how that experience can serve as larger examples of problems in the world. While these
authors make different arguments about the state of the world, they all analyze their experiences in order to give
insight to readers about what those experiences illustrate. You will do this in your autobiography.

CONTEXT: For this assignment, you will write a similar Literacy Autobiography. You might focus on one or
two events from a specific period of time, or you might use several events from a larger time span. These
experiences may differ significantly depending on the events and time periods you feel are important to relating
your story. For instance, one person might write primarily about his or her experiences in elementary school,
another about how a brother, sister, or parent, helped or discouraged him or her (or vice versa), and another
about their years in high school. One person might write about his or her experiences being in bilingual
education and another might write about negotiating two separate linguistic worlds (i.e. home and school). Like
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Part Two: Vocabulary Study

AP English Literature “Novel” Vocabulary for Summer Study:

Instructions: Define each of the words below BEFORE beginning your summer reading. Make sure to
note part-of-speech (verb, noun, adjective) AND if any word can be used in more than one way (verb AND
noun, noun AND adjective, etc.); please indicate BOTH definitions. ALSO, be able to PRONOUNCE these
words. These words will recur frequently in the literature we read. | HIGHLY suggest getting an index card ring
and begin making flashcards to study—this is the tried and true method for studying vocab.

QUIZ: During the first week of school, you will be quizzed over these words. | will shuffle vocabulary cards
and randomly draw 10 words. 1 will call out each word. YOUR TASK will be to SPELL and DEFINE each
word, earning 5 points for correct spelling/part of speech and 5 points for correct definition (100 points



